
The new Ocean Signal EPIRB3 packs a host of features into a compact 
modern design which includes AIS technology. AIS provides local 
rescuers precise and reliable information on the current beacon 
position, thereby speeding rescue operations. Additionally, Return 
Link Service (RLS) comforts those who activate the beacon by 
confirming that their distress message has been received. The 
inclusion of Near Field Communication (NFC) capability allows 
use of a smartphone app to monitor the EPIRB’s battery and 
other functions ensuring it is working properly. With its slim 
design and advanced features, the EPIRB3 is ideal for a 
variety of mariners whether they are cruising the 
med, heading out through the straights for a 
passage, fishing, working, or sailing 
offshore.

Your worldwide link to emergency services
EPIRB with AIS and Return Link Service
EPIRB3
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GMDSS/ SOLAS 
Approved
Compliant with the mandatory International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) regulation 
(as of July 2022) and Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS) regulation.
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This device has not yet been authorized as required by the Rules of the FCC or Cospas-Sarsat and 
does not comply with the requirements of RED (Radio Equipment Directive). This device is not, and 
may not be offered for sale or lease, or sold or leased until such authorization is obtained.
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EPIRB3
Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon with AIS

Your worldwide link to emergency services
Ocean Signal’s new EPIRB3 (Emergency Positioning Radio Beacon) increases reliability and 
eases rescue operations with new advanced features. This new EPIRB transmits a digital 
mayday on 406 MHz notifying rescuers globally via satellite and broadcasts Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) VHF signals locally to help rescuers find the beacon faster. 
Once activated the EPIRB3 transmits an emergency signal to the global Cospas-
Sarsat satellite rescue system, and simultaneously sends out an AIS alert on VHF 
frequencies which can be seen immediately by any nearby vessel equipped with 
AIS. Return Link Service (RLS) provides visual confirmation to the user that 
their distress message has been received. The combination of AIS, a 121.5 
MHz homing signal, and visible and infrared strobe lights speed recovery 
times by allowing rescuers to pinpoint the beacon location, even if it has 
drifted, regardless of the time of day or night. Near Field Communication (NFC) 
is a great new feature that allows users to monitor the EPIRB3 using a free 
mobile smartphone App, ensuring that the battery has sufficient power and the 
beacon is functioning properly before heading out. 

EPIRB3 combines innovative new features into a compact, ergonomically 
designed case that is ideal for all types and sizes of recreational and commercial 
vessels.

Rescue times can improve with Global activation
combined with AIS local beacon broadcast.

The EPIRB3 uses the GNSS (GPS, Galileo, Glonass) positioning networks to derive its location globally. When the 
beacon is triggered a 406 MHz distress transmission relays this GPS EPIRB (GPIRB) position, accurate to within 
100 meters, to the worldwide Cospas-Sarsat search and rescue satellite network. Ground stations connected to the 
satellite system receive EPIRB identification and position of deployment information so rescue operations can be 
coordinated and initiated. 

With advanced AIS technology now incorporated into the EPIRB, directly upon activation the beacon starts transmitting 
AIS signals so that nearby AIS equipped vessels are instantly notified of the distress situation and are provided the 
beacon location. AIS equipped vessels within VHF range will see a safety message on their screens that includes the 
MMSI vessel identification. Local vessels can start rescue and recovery operations immediately, potentially speeding 
recovery times and saving lives.

Since an AIS target is presented on the onboard 
display of any nearby AIS equipped vessel, they 
can easily navigate directly to the EPIRB by 
selecting the AIS target. Even when no local 
vessels are available, AIS will speed recovery 
times by allowing maritime SAR operators to 
pinpoint the EPIRB’s location as they approach. 
The combination of Global satellite distress 
calling, precise GPIRB location transmission 
and local AIS safety messaging will greatly 
improve recovery time and success.



Beacon users can now check their EPIRB by connecting their smartphone to it with 
NFC (Near Field Communication). This technology connects a smartphone placed 
adjacent to the EPIRB3 by launching the free Ocean Signal Product App automatically. 

Full diagnostics are available in the app showing the user the current battery life, 
number of self-tests completed, number of GNSS tests completed, and how long 
the EPIRB has been activated. Detailed information including a map view that shows 
where a GNSS test was performed, the date and time of 
the test, the time it took the EPIRB to get a fix on 
the GNSS coordinates, number of satellites used 
to obtain that fix, and the accuracy of the fix are 
all conveniently displayed. 

Ocean Signal’s free Mobile App and 
NFC functionality provide users all the 
information they need to confirm their 
EPIRB is fully functioning and ready for 
deployment in case of an emergency.

EPIRBs are deployed in times of distress and rescue 
operations can take time especially if the vessel in distress is 
far offshore. The EPIRB3 is equipped with Return Link Service 
that notifies users that the beacon distress signal has been 
delivered. 
The RLS signal is sent back through the Galileo satellite 
network to confirm that the distress message along with the 
precise EPIRB location and identifiers have been received. A 
simple flashing blue light tells users that the EPIRB has successfully 
connected through the satellite network and rescuers will be notified. 
Knowing that the digital mayday has been successfully communicated along with the EPIRB 
identification and beacon location helps those in distress remain calm while awaiting rescue 
operations.

Convenient Return Link Service (RLS) 
tells users that their distress call has been received.

Manual Mounting Bracket

The EPIRB3 comes complete with a Category two manual release mounting bracket. This 
bracket securely stores the EPIRB3 for the duration of your trip regardless of the conditions 
experienced throughout. It also provides a quick release so the EPIRB can swiftly and easily 
be removed when needed. 

Ocean Signal uses advanced technology and quality manufacturing processes to develop 
and produce quality electronic rescue devices and other life-saving products. The new 
EPIRB3 with its contoured profile is equally suited for both sail and powerboats. Both 
recreational and commercial users can be assured that the features in this new EPIRB 
provide the highest chance of an efficient and successful rescue no matter where they go. 
A host of high-tech features in the EPIRB3 combine with a unique design that allow it to be 
used effectively on all types of vessels whether working or playing near shore, offshore, or 
crossing the globe.

Near Field Communication (NFC) 
provides EPIRB diagnostics using a smartphone.

APP
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For more information please contact:
Ocean Signal Ltd.
Unit 1, Ocivan Way, Margate, CT9 4NN
United Kingdom
Tel. +44 (0) 1843 282930, Email. info@oceansignal.com

Activation
Manual or Automatic when released 
into the water

Temperature Range
Storage: -30°C to +70°C (-22°F to +158°F) 
Operating: -20°C to +55°C (-4°F to 
+131°F)

Class
Class 2 Operation (@ -4°F / -20°C)

Waterproof
Yes

Buoyant
Yes

Battery
Non-rechargeable Lithium Batteries

Size
16.1” (H) x 3.5” (W) x 3.9” (D)
41.0 cm (H) x 9.0 cm (W) x 10.1 cm 
(D)

Battery Replacement
10 Years

Weight
0.93 lbs (422 g)

Warranty
5 Years

Operational Life
>48 hours @ -20ºC (-4ºF)

Approvals (Pending) 
Cospas-Sarsat, FCC, Canada, MED, AMSA

Specification
Part Number: 702S-03932
Model Number: EPIRB3
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Key Features

Return Link Service 
Compatible

AIS Locating 
Signal
GPS, Galileo, and 
Glonass
MEOSAR 
Compatible

Visible and
IR Strobe

Rugged and 
Waterproof

48 Hours of 
Operation

10 Year Battery Life

EPIRB3
EPIRB with AIS and Return Link Service


